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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 015421 
ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 SCS-03 SCA-01 CPR-01 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 OC-06 CCO-OO DHA-02 SY-05 OPR-02 A-01 
SSO-OO INRE-00 /040 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W :BSKIRKPATRICK:LFS 
APPROVED BY AF:DBBOLEN 
L/SCA:RD ALTON (DRAFT) 

AF/EX:PKENNEDY (DRAFT) 

SCA/SCS :NPELLETREAU (SUBS) 

SCA/SCS :EPOWERS (INFO) 

242140Z 027712/73 

O P 242102Z JAN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LOME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 015421 


E.O. 1165,: GDS 


TAGS: PINS, CASC, US, TO, DM 
SUBJECT: BENIN COUP ATTEMPT 
REFS: (A) LOME 190, (B) LAGOS 772 

1 . ALTHOUGH REFTEL A CONTAINS THIRD PARTY INFORMATION AS 
TO DETENTION, THERE WERE NO ALLEGATIONS MADE OF PHYSICAL 
ABUSE OR DENIAL OF RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW OF BENIN. FACTS 
IN REFTEL A DO NOT WARRANT PROTEST. POST SHOULD REPORT 
TO DEPARTMENT, HOWEVER, IF PERSONS ARRESTED COME TO 
EMBASSY WITH SUCH ALLEGATIONS OR FURTHER DETAILS ON SUCH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 015421 

QUESTIONS AS: WHERE WAS BRANUM WHEN DETAINED BY THE 
BENINESE? DID THE BENINESE SEE HIM AND ENTER TOGO TO 
CAPTURE HIM, OR WERE THE BENINESE PATROLLING INSIDE TOGO? 
DID EITHER HE OR HIS WIFE REQUEST THAT EMBASSY COTONOU BE 
NOTIFIED? WAS HE IN FACT TRAVELING TO BENIN? DID HE 
HAVE A GPRB VISA? 
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2. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION COTONOU 
MAY HAVE ON WELFARE OF THE JACK BLEDSOES MENTIONED REFTEL 
A. 

3. DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH REFTEL B THAT CRO DAVIS SHOULD 
STAY IN COTONOU AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING TO COMPLETE TDY. 

4. DOES COTONOU STILL WISH TO REMAIN ON MINIMIZE? 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WELFARE & WHEREABOUTS, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE015421 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BSKIRKPATRICK:LFS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770025-0791 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 23/aaaaaumh. tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f41 1 2bd2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LOME 190, 77 LAGOS 772 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3519133 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BENIN COUP ATTEMPT 

TAGS: PINS, CASC, US, TO, DM, (BRANUM, GERALD), (BLEDSOES, JACK), (DAVIS, JOHN) 

To: LOME COTONOU MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f41 1 2bd2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
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